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After a record-setting summer selling season (http://www.realtor.com/news/real-estatenews/commerce-department-new-home-sales-september-2015/) in many parts of the country,
home sales have quieted down for the fall. If you’re putting your home on the market, you might
see that as an obstacle, but it can be an opportunity. Even if there is less traffic, there’s less
competition from other sellers. In a market where inventory is already tight, that gives you an
even greater advantage.
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Fall is a particularly good time to sell if you’re marketing to retirees, millennials, or those with
very young children—they’re less concerned about tying a purchase to the school calendar. Going
into winter, you’ll find that buyers who are willing to trudge through snow to see a home tend to
be much more motivated to make a purchase than those who spend a sunny Saturday dropping
into open houses.
If you’re thinking of listing your home in the next few months, follow these steps to ensure a
quick sale at a great price:

1. Skip the holiday décor
Staging basics such as decluttering and depersonalizing still count during the holidays, so it’s
best to keep the inflatable Rudolph and the tinsel in storage.
“You never know who your potential buyer is,” says David Peterson of Synergy Staging in
Portland, OR (http://www.realtor.com/apartments/Portland_OR). “We don’t want to
pigeonhole or potentially turn someone off.”

2. Update your photos
Even without holiday decorations, photos can quickly look dated as the seasons change. It’s fine
to lead your listing right now with a gorgeous photo of crimson- and gold-leaved trees on the
front lawn, but once the leaves have fallen, you’ll want a new photo to keep the listing looking
fresh, says Jan Niebauer of Niebauer Realty in Milford, MI
(http://www.realtor.com/apartments/Milford_MI). Try to snap photos on days when there’s a
blue sky, which will pop against a blanket of white snow.

3. Keep the outside neat
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3. Keep the outside neat
Curb appeal is just as important but slightly more difficult to achieve in fall and winter. A leaf- or
snow-covered lawn can be beautiful, but it can also get messy quickly.
“Make sure it’s neat and tidy,” Peterson says.
Put an added focus on raking and removing leaves, and consider hiring a snow-removal service
to be sure that your driveway and walkways are clear and safe for visitors at all times.

4. Clear the entryway
You’ll want to make sure there’s space for a few people (like a couple and their agent) to stand in
the foyer, shed their winter clothes, and stomp off the debris on their shoes, Peterson says.
Provide an umbrella stand and shoe covers to keep visitors from tracking mud and snow through
your home.

5. Make it warm—literally and figuratively
If you’re going to be out of the house, be sure that your Realtor® arrives early to crank up the
thermostat before a showing (or leave it at a warmer temperature when you leave in the
morning), which will help potential buyers feel more comfortable.
“It’s vital that a house be warm,” Peterson says, but “not too warm that people have to peel off all
their clothes, but definitely not so cold that they want to get out as fast as possible.”
If you have a gas fireplace, make sure it’s lit, and enhance that warm, hospitable feeling with a
tasteful throw blanket or area rug.

6. Be more flexible with showings
There are fewer hours of daylight, when your home looks its best, in the winter months, so try to
accommodate potential buyers who want to come for daytime visits, Niebauer says.

7. Light it up
Even during the day, cloudy gray skies can make window-lined rooms feel gloomy. Adding floor
lamps and turning on all the lights will make the property feel more welcoming.
“Light up every dark corner because they can make a room feel smaller than it is,” Niebauer says.
If visitors are coming at night, you’ll want to turn on all your exterior lights as well.
Beth Braverman, an award-winning journalist and content producer,
covers real estate, personal finance, and careers. When she's not
writing, she tries to find time between yard work and paying bills to
experience the joys of being a new homeowner.
Follow @bethbrav (http://twitter.com/bethbrav)
http://www.realtor.com/advice/sell/seven-ways-to-get-top-dollar-for-your-home-in-the-off-season/

3/6

12/2/2015

7 Ways to Get Top Dollar for Your Home During the Off-Season - Real Estate News and Advice - realtor.com

View Beth's Stories » (http://www.realtor.com/author/bethbraverman/)
Related Stories:

See More

As the Season Changes, Opportunity
Arises for First-Time Buyers
(http://www.realtor.com/news/trends/buckthe-seasonal-trend/)
Is This September the Perfect Month to
Buy a Home?
(http://www.realtor.com/news/trends/whyseptember-is-the-best-month-to-buy-ahome/)

holiday decor
(http://www.realtor.com/tag/holiday-decor/)
home selling season
(http://www.realtor.com/tag/home-sellingseason/)
seasonal
(http://www.realtor.com/tag/seasonal/)

Where to Find the Hottest Markets in the
Coldest Months of the Year
(http://www.realtor.com/news/trends/interactivehow-housing-market-cools-down-astemperatures-fall/)

Want to Sell Your House?
Don't Do These 4 Things

6 Things Your Home
Stager Wishes You Knew

10 things real estate
appraisers won't tell you

Buying a Home in the F
- - realtor.com

NEXT

Search News & Advice
Search News & Advice

http://www.realtor.com/advice/sell/seven-ways-to-get-top-dollar-for-your-home-in-the-off-season/

Search
4/6

12/2/2015

7 Ways to Get Top Dollar for Your Home During the Off-Season - Real Estate News and Advice - realtor.com

Everyone's Reading

1

Director Michelle (http://www.realtor.com/news/celebrity-realMacLaren Relists estate/michelle-maclaren-relists-los-angeles-home/)
L.A. Home With
$400K Price Cut
(http://www.realtor.com/news/celebrityrealestate/michellemaclaren-relistslos-angeles-home/)

2

When a Festive
(http://www.realtor.com/news/trends/neighbors-christmasDisplay of
lights-spark-drastic-reaction-in-neighbor/)
Christmas Lights
Sets Off the
Neighbors
(http://www.realtor.com/news/trends/neighborschristmas-lightsspark-drasticreaction-inneighbor/)

3

Grateful Dead
(http://www.realtor.com/news/celebrity-real-estate/philBassist Phil Lesh lesh-buys-marin-county-property/)
Buys $4.35M Marin
County Property
(http://www.realtor.com/news/celebrityreal-estate/phillesh-buys-marincounty-property/)

4

Philadelphia Eagles (http://www.realtor.com/news/celebrity-real-estate/chipHead Coach Chip kelly-buys-new-jersey-home/)
Kelly Buys Home in
Haddonfield
(http://www.realtor.com/news/celebrityreal-estate/chipkelly-buys-newjersey-home/)

5

The Top 10 Real
(http://www.realtor.com/news/trends/top-10-real-estateEstate Markets to markets-to-watch-in-2016/)
Watch in 2016
(http://www.realtor.com/news/trends/top10-real-estatemarkets-to-watchin-2016/)

(https://twitter.com/REALTORdotcom)

http://www.realtor.com/advice/sell/seven-ways-to-get-top-dollar-for-your-home-in-the-off-season/

(https://www.facebook.com/realtor.com)

5/6

12/2/2015

7 Ways to Get Top Dollar for Your Home During the Off-Season - Real Estate News and Advice - realtor.com

(https://plus.google.com/+REALTORdotcom/posts)
(http://www.houselogic.com/?
nicmp=hlim%26nichn=footerlink%26niseg=rc)

(http://www.realtoru.com/about/)

(https://www.pinterest.com/realtordotcom/)
ABOUT US (HTTP://MARKETING.MOVE.COM)
CAREERS (HTTPS://CH.TBE.TALEO.NET/CH11/ATS/CAREERS/SEARCHRESULTS.JSP?
ORG=MOVE&CWS=1)
FEEDBACK

MEDIA ROOM (HTTP://NEWS.MOVE.COM)

AD CHOICES (HTTP://WWW.MOVE.COM/COMPANY/PRIVACY.ASPX#OBA_ANCHOR)
ADVERTISE WITH US (HTTP://MARKETING.REALTOR.COM/ADVERTISE/)
AGENT SUPPORT (HTTP://SUPPORT.REALTOR.COM/#IID=RDC_HDR_REALTORS_SUPPORT)
PRODUCTS
PRIVACY (HTTP://WWW.MOVE.COM/COMPANY/PRIVACY.ASPX) /
TERMS (HTTP://MARKETING.MOVE.COM/TERMS-OF-SERVICE)
SITEMAP (HTTP://WWW.REALTOR.COM/SITEMAP.ASP)
©1995-2015 National Association of REALTORS® (http://www.realtor.org) and Move, Inc. (http://www.move.com/) All rights reserved.
realtor.com® is the official site of the National Association of REALTORS® and is operated by Move, Inc., a subsidiary of News Corp.

http://www.realtor.com/advice/sell/seven-ways-to-get-top-dollar-for-your-home-in-the-off-season/

6/6

